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Changes in Children's Discourse in Play Policy

Jiyoun Joeung, Co-Reseacr Coop

Abstract

This study reveals the context in which children's play is policy-making in Korean
society and analyzes changes in children's discourse that appear in the policy-
making of play. For analysis, content analysis was conducted on children-related
policy documents, research reports, and documents produced by children-related
NGOs since the 2000s. Although children's play was considered important, it
was not included in the scope of the policy. Korea had to adapt the lives of
Korean children to international standards by ratifying the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and joining OCED in the 1990s. Through various research
on children, we have produced a discourse on children who are unhappy due
to lack of play time. Afterwards, the play policy appeared as part of or throughout
the children's policy and became the basis for supporting the discourse on
autonomous children. The autonomous child is a major children's discourse in
the international community, showing the image of a capable and participating

child.

Keywords: Play Policy, Convention on the Rights of the Child, Children's
Discourse, Unhappy Children, Autonomous Children, Children's
Policy
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